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JCPenney Customers “Round-Up” and Give Back to Local YMCA’s

More than $6,000 Raised to Support Area YMCA Programs

Oklahoma City, Okla. (June 11, 2009)—Thanks to funds raised through charitable events at area JCPenney stores, branches within the YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City network have received cash donations totaling more than $6,000. The donation will fund YMCA afterschool programs through the JCPenney Afterschool Fund. 

“Through the generous support from the JCPenney Afterschool Fund and JCPenney we’re able to strengthen our efforts to serve more children by providing meaningful, high-quality afterschool programming,” said Mike Grady, President and CEO, YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City. “The JCPenney Afterschool Fund is committed to inspiring children to be smart, strong and socially responsible. They understand, as we do, that our children are our most valuable resource.” 

During the “Day of Giving Back” in September 2008, customers were invited to purchase a JCPenney coupon with its proceeds benefiting the JCPenney Afterschool Fund—a public charity providing at-risk children access to life-enriching afterschool programs. 

In addition, from December 5-14, 2008, JCPenney customers were invited to “round-up” their JCPenney purchases to the nearest whole dollar and donate the difference to the JCPenney Afterschool Fund. The donations were distributed to three of the YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City’s branches—the Edward L. Gaylord Downtown YMCA receiving $2,067, the Edmond YMCA receiving $2,802 and the Midwest City YMCA receiving $2, 015. 

Studies show that 14.3 million children in the United States are unsupervised after school between the hours of 3 p.m. and 6 p.m. each day. Additionally, studies show that youth are at greater risk of involvement in crime, drug abuse and other destructive behaviors during these hours. To address this issue, JCPenney created the JCPenney Afterschool Fund in 2001, and together they have contributed more than $70 million to support the afterschool cause nationwide, giving tens of thousands of children the opportunity to participate in essential afterschool programs. The JCPenney Afterschool Fund continues working toward the day when all children in America will have access to life-changing afterschool programs that help them reach their full potential.

###

About the YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City

The YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City is a charitable, not-for-profit organization that serves children, families and adults of all ages, regardless of abilities, faith, race or income. Major program areas include Aquatics, Camping, Childcare, Health and Wellness, Teen Leadership and Youth Sports. The YMCA served more than 100,000 people in the Greater Oklahoma City area last year. For more information please call (405) 297-7777 or visit www.ymcaokc.org.

About The JCPenney Afterschool Fund

The JCPenney Afterschool Fund is a charitable organization committed to providing children in need with access to life-enriching afterschool programs that inspire children to be smart, strong and socially responsible.  To date, JCPenney and the JCPenney Afterschool Fund have contributed more than $70 million to local afterschool programs in every JCPenney community through partnerships with the YMCA of the USA, Boys & Girls Clubs of America, National 4-H and United Way of America. For more information, visit www.jcpenneyafterschool.org. 
