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PepsiCo Awards $7,500 in Grants to YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City

Funds will Support Activate America® Initiatives
Oklahoma City (DATE)—PepsiCo, one of the world’s largest food and beverage companies, has awarded the YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City four grants totaling $7,500. The funds will support health and wellness programs related to Activate America®— a YMCA health initiative geared toward engaging and educating people of all ages on the benefits of a healthy lifestyle. 

Programs slated to receive the grant funds include the YMCA Community Garden Project at the Edward L. Gaylord Downtown and North Side branches and an after-school enrichment program for children ages 9 through 12 at the Midwest City branch.

“PepsiCo and the YMCA have a shared commitment to find better ways to help Americans lead healthier lifestyles,” said Mica Wilson, healthier lifestyles marketing, PepsiCo. “Working together, we have tremendous potential to encourage individuals and families across the country to become more physically active and make better nutritional choices.”

PepsiCo awarded grants to 400 YMCAs across the United States as part of its donation of $1 million in 2009. 

“We are very grateful for PepsiCo’s support of our health and wellness initiatives,” said Mike Grady, president and CEO of the YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City. “Through our long-term alliance, we are working together to reverse the growing obesity epidemic and the dangerous course of physical inactivity and poor nutrition that threatens the long-term health of our country and our community.”

About Activate America®
Activate America® is the YMCA’s bold approach to directly address the nation’s growing health crisis. The YMCA is redefining itself to engage communities across the country to better support Americans of all ages who are struggling to achieve and maintain well-being of spirit, mind, and body. 

Activate America is making healthy living a reality for millions of Americans by:

· helping YMCAs better support individuals who continuously try but are unable to sustain a commitment to healthy living;

· helping YMCAs to reduce community barriers and increase community supports for healthy living; and

· helping YMCAs collaborate across public, private, and not-for-profit sectors to make an impact on the nation’s health crisis.

About the YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City

The YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City is a charitable, not-for-profit organization that serves children, families and adults of all ages, regardless of abilities, faith, race or income. Major program areas include Aquatics, Camping, Childcare, Health and Wellness, Teen Leadership and Youth Sports. The YMCA served more than 125,000 people in the Greater Oklahoma City area last year. For more information please call (405) 297-7777 or visit www.ymcaokc.org.

