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$20K Grant to Benefit Soldiers Traveling through OKC Airport

Oklahoma City (June 2, 2009)—The YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City has received a $20,000 grant from the Sarkeys Foundation of Norman to help support its Military Welcome Center at Will Rogers World Airport. 

“We’re so pleased and grateful for this generous gift,” said Mike Grady, President and CEO, YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City. “The Military Welcome Center provides a simple way for us to say thank you to the men and women who are faithfully serving our country and we appreciate the support of the Sarkeys Foundation.”

Since 2007, the Military Welcome Center has provided food, a place to sleep, and a friendly smile to military personnel on their way to basic training or missions overseas. The Welcome Center also offers telephones and computers for soldiers to contact their loved ones. 

“The Welcome Center serves more than 40,000 military personnel and their families each year,” said Grady. “The Sarkeys grant will be used to support the daily operations of the Center and allow the staff and volunteers to better serve our men and women in uniform.”

The Sarkeys Foundation of Norman provides grants to a variety of non-profit organizations and institutions, with most of its funds remaining in Oklahoma.

Terry West, President of the Sarkeys Board, says, “The Sarkeys Foundation values the role of our military men and women. This grant gives us a way, through the YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City, to demonstrate that, and to make certain the soldiers and their families who are arriving or departing experience the hospitality of our great city.”

The Military Welcome Center is open 365 days a year and volunteers are always needed and appreciated.  To offer assistance, call 405-680-9781. 

The YMCA has a long history of serving soldiers in the United States, beginning with the Civil War through present day. In addition, the YMCA is one of the six original founding organizations of the United Service Organization (USO).

###

About the YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City

The YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City is a charitable, not-for-profit organization that serves children, families and adults of all ages, regardless of abilities, faith, race or income. Major program areas include Aquatics, Camping, Childcare, Health and Wellness, Teen Leadership and Youth Sports. The YMCA served more than 100,000 people in the Greater Oklahoma City area last year. For more information please call (405) 297-7777 or visit www.ymcaokc.org.

